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INDEX NUMBERS OF MANUFACTURED AND NATURAL FUEL GAS 
USED FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES 1913 TO 4 


The Dominion Bureau of Statistics index number of prices for manufactured 
fuel gas used by domestic consumers in Canada again fell slightly in 1934 to 94,2, 
a8 compared with 9443 in 1933 (19262100). Since 1921, when the index stood at 109.4, 
it has declined without interruption to the present level. ‘The Corresponding index 
for natural gas consumed as domestic fuel was 93.4 as against 93.9 in 1933, This in- 
dex gradually declined from a peak of 104.0 in 1925 to a low point of 92.5 in 1930, 
Slight advances occurred in 1931 and 1932, after which the index again receded. 


The percentage of change in natural gas rates since 1926 has been in 
line roughly with that registered by manufactured gas. Previous to that time the 
price of manufectured gas fluctuated within much narrower limits than natural fas. 
Actual prices fo saotated Bare of course, materially higher than those for 
natural gas: : 


It is interesting to note that the decline registered by coal prices 
from 1927 to 1932, corresponded closely with that show for manufactured gas. tn 1933 
a sharp decline in coal o¢eurred, which was not fully reflected in the gas iridexs - Both 
groups recorded slightly lower prices in 1934. Coke prices, on the whole, showed 
greater recessions than the two groups mentioned from 1927 to 1933, the only exceptican 
being for the year 1929, when a Slight advance took place. Higher prices eaused the 
coke index to rise sharply in 1934. 


Price decreases for manufactured gas were few in number and small in 
amount. At Guelph, the net price per thousand cubic feet, fell from 70¢ to 65¢, and 
at Sault Ste. Marie from $1.60 to $1.54. 


No price changes occurred in natural gas with regard to the first 
thousand cubic feet. However, as indexes are reckoned from typical bills, rather 
tham from the cost of the first thousand cubic feet of gas, a decline in the bill for 
Windsor, Ontario, which more than offset an advance in that for Chatham, Ontario, caused 
the dowmward trend as noted in the final index for both the Dominion and Ontario. 


In the tables which follow, yearly prices for both manufactured and 
natural: fuel gas are given from 1913 to 1934 for Canadian cities where consumption 
is censiderable. Index numbers of prices may also be found based upon rates in 1913 


and rates in 1926. 
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INDEX NUMBERS OF MANUFACTURED AND NATURAL FUEL GAS 
USED FOR DOMESTIC PURPOSES, 1913-1935. 


The Dominion Buroau of Statistics index number of prices for domestic 
manufactured fuel gas foll from 94,0 in 1934 to 93,0 in 1935 (19262100), thereby main= 
taining the downward trond observable since 1921, At that time the index stood at 
109e4. A Smaller decline ocew-red in domestic natural gas prices, the index being 93.2 
in 1935 as comparod with 93.4 for tho previous year. Prices have shown a gradual de-~- 
cline from a peak of 104.0 in 1925 to thoix present levol, excopt for minor interruptims 
in 1931 and 1932, 


During the past ten years, the movement of fuel prices generally has been 
Slowly downward, aggrogating about 14 poCo throughout the period. Gas rates have lagged 
moderately behind this gencral declinc, and in 1935 averagod 7 peCe lowor than for 1926. 
Other porcentage decreascs during this period for the moro important fuels were: coal 
13 pete, coke 14 poco, clectricity 12 poce and wood 19 PoCo It is of intorest to note 
that fuel prices have continued graduaily downward since 1933 when the majority of other 
living costs turned upward, After an increase of over 2 pec, Since 1933, however, tho 
Bureau's cost of living index for 1935 was still 21 poc, lower than in 1926. For October 
1936, it was 18.5 poco lower with fucls approximately 14 p.co below 1926 averages, as 
already notede 


Consumer costs for manufactured gas averaged slightly lower in 1935 than 
in 1934 for Ontario and British Columbia, This was due principally to changes in slid- 
ing scale rates rather than to revisions in basic rates. (Costs in other provinces 
showed no appreciable changos, Tho only alteration in basic rates listed for the larger 
Canadian cities was for Victoria where the net charge per 1000 cubic feet foll from 
$1675 in 1934 to $lo7l in 1935. Howcvor, other types of reductions, as already noted, 
contributed to lower consumer costs in several Ontario cities including London and Sault 
Ste. Marie. The average domestic consumer's bill for Guelph, however , advanced slightly. 
Due to these revisions the provincial index for British Columbia declined from 96.6 in 
1934 to 9602 for 1935, while that for Ontario dropped from Jlel to 8902. 


j ic 3 ad the 
No price changes wore recorded for basic rates of natural gas, an 
only city index ~ show a change was that for Medicine Hat, where the figure foll from 
10060 in 1934 to 9509 in 1935, causing the provincial index for Alberta to decline from 


100 to 80076 


In tho tables which follow, yearly prices for both cagoigpny vel ' 
| i % Jonadian cities where consumption is 
atural 1 gas are given from 1913 to 1935 for Cana | 
ens Index numbors of pricos may aiso be found based upon rates in 1913 and 


rates in 1926, 
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